
Reading Comprehension 

Complete the sentences below with one word only. 

Millions of people all over the world use mobile phones to keep in touch with their friends 

and family, and there is an 80% chance that you´ve got a mobile phone in your pocket or bag. 

Have you ever wondered though, how a mobile phone network works? 

A mobile phone is actually a smart radio that uses radio waves to communicate like a really 

good walkie-talkie. A walkie-talkie uses one chanel and one frequency so only one person can 

talk at the same time. The mobile phone uses two frequencies, one for talking and one for 

listening, which means both users can talk at the same time. 

When your mobile phone is on, the phone communicates to what we call a base station. A 

base station is a special antenna which can be on the top of a building or a communications 

tower. There are usually hundreds of base stations in cities around the world. Sometimes 

telephone companies hide their base stations so you don´t even notice them. Each base station 

is at the centre of an area called a cell. All calls and messages in that area go to the cell´s base 

station where a special base station controller transmits the call. Controllers can only take a 

certain number of calls at the same time so if a lot of people call, some of them are not be able 

to get through. This doesn´t happen very often though because there are antennas everywhere. 

Keep an eye out for them! 

 

1. Unlike a walkie-talkie, a mobile phone needs two ............ for communication. 

 

2. A base station can´t get information if your mobile phone isn´t ................ .      

3. Some base stations are not clearly visible and it is hard to ............. them.      

 

4. In rush hours controllers sometimes can´t  take a ................. .      

5. In many place you can see ................. to get through as many people as possible. 

 

6. People generally use mobile phones to be in .............. with other people. 

 

Grammar in use 

Read the text and decide which answer a, b or c best fits each space.  

Bird flu 1) .................. in many countries including China, Italy and Turkey. The first case 2) 

.................... in 1997 in Hong Kong and the last in 3) .............. Germany a few years later. 

However, experts say that people cannot 4) ............ bird flu from eating infected birds.  

5) ........ people who died were in close contact with the birds because they worked on a farm, 

for example. But the farmers are 6) ........................ that people will dislike 7) ............... 

chicken in the future. Many of them have large families to support and bird flu could be very 

bad for their business. They don´t believe that they 8) ............ .  



So far, there have been no cases of bird flu in 9) ........... United Kingdom. Politicians are 

talking about how to control the virus and governments are buying vaccines. Experts say that 

if people 10) ............ follow basic hygienic rules they will be in safety. 

 

1.  a) has appeared b) appears c) appeared 

2.  a) has been b) was c) were 

3.  a)  - b) the c) a 

4.  a) to catch b) catching c) catch 

5.  a) The b)    - d) This 

6.  a) worrying b) worring c) worried 

7.  a) to eat b) eating c) eat 

8.  a) survive b) will survive c) survived 

9.  a) the b)  - c) an 

10.  a) - b) will c) would 

 

 

For each sentence choose the correct tense of the verb. 

1. My aunt .............. in Prague for 20 years. She likes living in this city. 

 a)  lives   b) is living   c) has lived 

2. I was at the cinema at the weekend, so  I ...............  to your party. 

 a) couldn´t go  b) couldn´t went           c) did not went 

3. We ..................lunch when the storm started. 

 a) had    b) was having  c) were having 

4. Peter won the tennis match. He worked ............... to be able to win it. 

 a) hard   b) hardly   c) hardy 

5. I ............... at school two years ago. Then I decided to start my own business. 

 a) have worked  b) worked   c) work 

6. My father is a doctor and he must ................ at night. 

 a) work   b) working   c) works 

7. People, ................ take care of animals are called vets.  

 a) who   b) which   c) whose 

8. I think people ................. travel to the Moon in the future. 

 a) -    b) will    c) are going to 

 

  



Vocabulary in use 

 

A   Choose the correct word.  

1. Sea turtles .................... their eggs on sandy beaches. 

a) lie   b) lay 

c) put   d) break 

 

2. The scientists monitor the animals in their natural ....................... . 

a) house   b) habitat 

c) home   d) location 

 

3. The country ................. from heavy floods every year. 

a) destroys  b) damages 

c) suffers   d) challenges 

 

4. The weather has been extremely hot and all the plants are dying because of 

the............................ . 

a) hurricane  b) drought 

c) tornado  c) earthquake 

 

5. People should sort out their rubbish and throw it  in the............................... bins. 

a) reuse   b) recycled 

c) recycle  c) recycling 

 

6. There are three red ............. on the sofa. 

a) cushions  b) carpets 

c)  armchairs  c) mirrors 

 

7. John plays ............. very well. He is an excellent musician. 

a) piano   b) on guitar 

c)  on the violin  c) the drums 

 

8. My uncle´s daughter is my ........ . 

a) sister   b) niece 

c)  cousin   c) cousiness 

 

B  Choose and underline the correct word.  

 

The difference in behaviour, priorities, and views among generations is generally 

known as the generation 1) gap / hole. The people who belong to the old generation always 

say that during their time, young boys and girls were better behaved, more 

2) obedient / disobedient  and had greater respect for the elderly.  

Young people, on the other 3) hand / side, feel that they are able enough to 4) learn / 

teach  on their own rather than 5) listen to / hear advice by the older generation. Young 

people do not like to be 6)  controlled / supervised by their elders. They would like to make 

compromises to  7) get on well / get up well with them. The older generation and young 

people will live in harmony if they tolerate 8) each other /  every other.   


